


20) YEARS 


OF DR WHO 





FIVE OF OUR 
SCIENCE-FICTION 


HEROES UNITE 


NOT ONE Dr Who, but five of them 
battling the combined forces of their 
past most ferocious enemies! 

That’s the amazing scenario of The Dr 
Who Special: The Five Doctors, a 90- 
minute commemorative program which 
will screen around Australia this week on 
ABC-TV on Tuesday at 7.30. 

The special program has been schedul- 
ed to screen in many other countries dur- 
ing December to an estimated audience 
of more than 98 million viewers. 

The program was made to com- 
memorate 20 years of adventures by 
TV’s favorite science-fiction hero. Get- 
ting the five configurations of Dr Who in- 
to.one story wasn’t easy. 

William Hartnell, the first Doctor, is 
dead. The Dr Who he played is re- 
created by Richard Hurndall. 

The popular Tom Baker was 
unavailable when the program was 
made so a previously recorded episode 
which had not been screened was edited 
and fitted into this special story. 


THEY'RE FIGHTING THE 
COMBINED FORCES OF 
THEIR ARCH-ENEMIES 


Peter Davison, Patrick Troughton and 
Jon Pertwee were all able to take part 
and, with Hurndall, are able to confound 
the evil forces by switching physical ap- 
pearance and duplicating themselves. 

Such devious tricks are necessary, 
however, as Dr Who’s most famous 
assailants over the years, the Cybermen, 
the Daleks and the Yeti, are all featured 
in the story. 

And Dr Who’s female friends are well 
represented, too. 

Carole Ann Ford, who played the Doc- 
tor’s niece, Susan, in the first episode of 
the series, makes an appearance. 

So does Elizabeth Sladen as Sarah Jane 
Smith, Lalla Ward as Romana and 
Australia’s Janet Fielding as Tegan. 

Another popular creation of the series, 
Brigadier Lethbridge Stewart, is re- 
created by Nicholas Courtney. 

As so often happens in Dr Who, the 
complicated becomes relatively easy to 
understand and the horrific takes on an 
intriguing personality. 





The program introduces the five per- 
sona of Dr Who by making the good Doc- 
tor victim of illusions. 

By use of the cast available and 
shrewdly edited sequences from past 
episodes, the special becomes a parade of 
the characters most loved by Dr Who 
fans over two decades. 

The program is a tribute to what has 
become the world’s longest-running and 
most loved science-fiction series. 

Fan clubs and appreciation societies 
abound in most of the 38 countries that 
screen the program. 

In America when this special program 
was screened, viewers on more than 80 
channels across the nation joined in 
singing happy birthday to the Doctor. 

It is estimated that more than seven 
million singers took part. 

Apart from five doctors, Dr Who has 
had nine producers since it first went to 
air on November 23, 1963. The present 
producer is debonair John Nathan- 
Turner. 


® FIVE FACES of Dr Who in one show, 

from left: Richard Hurndall in the guise 

worn by the late William Hartnell, Peter 

Davison, Tom Baker, Jon Pertwee and 
Patrick Troughton. 


Nathan-Turner’s greatest problem is 
that the length of the program’s run has 
resulted in many of the junior fans not 
being old enough to remember the begin- 
nings and the events which sparked off 
many of the Doctor’s trappings. 

Another problem was presented by the 
seven-year run by Tom Baker, the record 
term so far as star of the series. 

While older fans had accepted the con- 
vention that the Doctor could change 
Shape and appearance, kids who had seen 
the same one for seven years had difficul- 
ty in accepting the switch to Peter 
Davison. 

Now they’ll have to accept a new 
change in 1984, with Colin Baker taking 
over the role. 
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